
TOWNSHIP OF ABINGTON 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORDINANCE NO. 2097--

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING CHAPTER 126 - "REAL ESTATE REGISTRY -
VA CANT PROPERTIES" 

WHEREAS, the Township of Abington is a Township of the 1~ffir1~ Class, duly organized 
{fill 11 ;. 

and existing pursuant to the applicable laws of the Commonwealthlbf Pennsylvania; and 
1'1ill'l'P 

111 l,11111" 1il it ., 
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 1502.44 of the RiR

1
st Clas~lilfif?WI1ship Code of the 

!· I ll'j) 1j!ilh1 \. •q 11 .. 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 53 P.S. §56544, the.~8ard ~f Commissiohgts1pas the authority . 11 ·· l!jlt,1 II . 't!•ijh . 

l " ,. ~:.~'i"i ,. 
• • • 

1lo P~~ • ·h, '\·' •Hi · to enact and amend prov1s1ons of the Abmgton.ffov·msh1p CodY1 1("Code") at an ~ ltµne 1t deems 
'1111·1: 1'lllfill .ii' IT 1ljl •. I 

necessary for the health, safety, morals, general welfa;~J!i~:~k~liness, beauty, convenience and 
1J1 iil'l·1 ·it111 " I ii 

comfort of the Township and the inhabitantW~n~reof; and '1!lll1, . 
. iql;. lll!J!iil'll!i• . 'l!ljjjl!P' . 

WHEREAS, pursuant to sect10n H5,02.10Cfln!Whel First @lass Township Code of the 
111~ 1111 I 11111111·1i'ij!ifl 

1 11 •I I, · 

Commonwealth of PennsJ1il~URHt 1>1. ~ 3 P.S. §565 ·
1
·@V

1the Board
1
iWf Commissioners has the authority l•I' "!(! j i II ' 

II' I 'I 1 · 

k 11 dful ,J 11; ti I !Jlil h .c. h. . h' h T h' d to ta ea nee rp.eans l or securni:g t e sa1ety o:flpersons or property wit mt e owns 1p; an 
. '1lill\. ii! 111·11· · 

l ! ll, l ''f I I' 
WHEREAS h B•l.11il!.1 .1,,-1J,.ri ll!H1t. .. · J f h T h' f Ab' h d . d 

... 
1 

, t e Oa;i.Jq101 0ommms. qq~r~ o t e owns 1p o mgton as etermme 
.d!lHit1·P1·i'.i.1«i 11 

11111'1'11 - 11ii11!1l 11 

. 1!11'" ... l 11 !l-d" '! 1!!1 ... . 
that Ch~~ter 126 - "Re~~ !1f11tate Rt~~~ {,I'Y ~· Vacant Properties," should be enacted for the health, 

.;ll!lh11
1 

. !11ilj1, I iilJI" 
safety, in~)lffl~. ' general welf;~'. 1:e. ; , clea~1Jihess, beauty, convenience and comfort of the Township 

''111·1·. \. ,, ' li th1 'ijl 
and the inhabhant~. thereof. ;1!111 · 

't\!,l}:) ! rf 

"!·Iii 1! 1 I !,111, ,;! 
NOW, THERiIDE

1
@RE, the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Abington does 

'' ' 11' ., • '··It' 11· · 
hereby ENACT and dRDAIN as follows: 

1. Chapter 126 - "Real Estate Registry - Vacant Properties" is hereby enacted as reflected 

in Exhibit "A" attached hereto. 

2. All other ordinances, portions of ordinances, or any section of the Code inconsistent with 
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this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

3. This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after enactment. 

ORDAINED AND ENACTED this ___ day of ___________ , 2015. 

Attest: 

Michael LeFevre, Secretary 
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Exhibit "A" 

§126-1. Purpose. 

The purpose of this Ordinance requiring registration of all vacant non-residential buildings is to 
assist the Township, and in particular the Code Enforcement Department, in protecting the public 
health, safety and welfare by monitoring the number of vacant non-residential buildings in the 
Township, to assess the effects of the condition of those buildings on nearby businesses and on 
the neighborhoods in which they are located, particularly in light of.Mff safety hazards and to 
promote substantial efforts to rehabilitate, rent or sell such vacant p.µni<l•itigs. The provisions of 
this Ordinance are applicable to the owners of such vacant buildiryg~ i~s set forth herein and are in 
addition to and not in lieu of any and all other applicabl~ j!~rg~~$iR.ns of the Township of 
Abington Code. :!I!! '1lnP11 

! '• . i. ; : I 1 ii l' 
I. I~ 1 t I! I ... , f I il I 1 I di l 

Iii" ' 'lt 1!i ! t, 
I 1 · 'If I' I 

II?' tt•iifh §126-2. Definitions. 
' 1, .. 1·· 

1:111· 1 11 Fj'lr· i' 
A d . h' d. h ~ 11 . , l I J '111 h \•h . . d' 1 . iHlll I s use m t is or mance, t e 10 owmg terms'" siw .. 

11 
ave ~ i;li. meanmg m 19i tea, un ess a 

different meaning clearly appears from the context: 1%11JI jlpf1 
''11. .11 

•!1 l!! 
A. "Boarded" - A building or structure, if in place of ~W~lor more exterior doors, other than 

"Pill;, ·n1iijl 
a storm door, or of one or more Wi;*~~Wsr there is a sheet10F she,~ts of plywood or similar 

. 1 . h ~ 1·1j d''1•1Llh. . d lj1ljjtll'' matena covermg t e space 1or sue 1!;
1
60Ilf? -1m11~ ow. q ; · 

11!. I :i!p1 I!. .il 
f' ·pdit!lli11 . t' 

B. "Exterior and Major Systems Mainte~wic~i~ 1- Tne1 i~~W 1'and lawful maintenance of the 
fac;~de, window~li !~~Q . ~Jlno?f and all dtij~~ parts o(µfe exterior of th.e building and ~he 
mamtenance ~fl!1ts maJo~ ! 1s~. stems cons1J~tmg of the roof, the electncal and plumbmg 

h ,.11, i, 1 . Iii h L d h 'd lk d . 'f systems, t Yiiwa~y/h~upp y • W~~em, t ~ se ~Lsr,~tem, ~ t e ~1 ewa , r~veway,.I any, 
and/or area of the ! J~t:,, ,as a~;p.ltp~ble, ma m;wJner consistent with the reqmrements of the 

d f h T 
1•11l•·· 1hp''! J..\hl.;~ I(» . 1' d' . h l' . . h 1996 BOCA co es,,iq ll! tin?, ... owns~~l!o · 1 •fii1:9,m~tftff;p ~e1 u mg, wit out im1tat10n, t e 

Prop,erty1iN!amtenance E.fo!ll-e. · !,Ji 
·11i!i'' ··1rn111P1111 ·11] !111il 

I:' •11!) •!JI· 
9dl!lmR~upied" - Asl! ~RR.lied tb:l ffl!P\Hlding or structure subject to the ~revisions ?f th.is 

Or,<il:tnance, where o':t:i:e11or mor~ :persons actually conducts a lawful busmess or resides m 
all 1 ~~ j!a,n,y paii of t~~ libuildi~g as the licensed business occupant, or as the legal or 
equitaD'~bj\p1f'11er/occuJ.lant(s) or tenant(s) on a pe1manent, non-transient basis, or any 
combinatrbtllbf the sa#{e. For purposes of this Ordinance, evidence offered to prove that 
a building i~ l$'~l p59~pied may include, but shall not be limited to, the regular receipt of 
delivery of re~ik~ mail through the U.S. Postal Service; proof of continual telephone, 
electric, gas, li~ating, water and sewer services; a valid Township of Abington business 
license, or the most recent federal, state or Township of Abington income tax statements 
indicating that the subject prope1iy is the official business or residence address of the 
person or business claiming occupancy. 

D. "Open" - A building, structure or dwelling unit subject to the prov1s1ons of this 
Ordinance that has one or more exterior doors, other than a storm door, broken or open, 
or that lack properly functioning locks to secure them; and/or a building, structure or 
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dwelling unit subject to the provisions of this Ordinance that has one or more broken 
windows, or one or more windows that are not able to be locked and secured from 
intrusion, or any combination of the foregoing. 

E. "Owner" - Any person, agent, operator, firm or corporation having legal or equitable 
interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the County of Montgomery 
or the Township of Abington as holding title to the property; or otherwise having control 
of the property, including the guardian of the estate of any such person, and the executor 
or administrator of the estate of such person if ordered to take r.ossession of real property 
bv a court .it!lll:i;. 

.l • .1111 . , 
·til!'i , 

F. "Vacant" - A building or structure subject to the prO'\-; i~ibrt~ j' f?f. this Ordinance in which 
l 1 d 1 itfu·'· 11 l' 1'110 • rl b . 1 wfi 11 no person or persons actua ly, cu11'ent y con · ucts a a~ 11 y ice~sit\'\'. usmess, or a u y 

resides or lives in any part of the building as tq~! ~r1gali1or equit~~l~ 1 1owner(s) or tenant-
) ( 

) ,,i. ·i. ltd 1, • b . F 
occupant(s) or. owner-occupant(s ~ or ten~t ~t1 j6h a permanent noni.tWffiW.1ent as1s. or 
purposes of this Chapter, properties or b~llpfogs that 1can accommodaty1 ! nt.or~ than one 
us: s~all. not be ~onsidered vacant if 60o/tPc1tl~ . ife of t~~wvailable squar~!~pgtage of the 
bmldmg 1s occupied. '1,qlh, ·iiP' ··· ,, .1 1 

'•ini:.q. II!' i,, 
§126-3. Applicability. ili!Jj i , '11 111!1

1
·!. 

l 
1
!111111· 11

1, i!lj• 
Tl . f h' 0 d' h 11 hhl'1111··1· bl h :r 11""11

• f 'd . 1 1e reqmrements o t is r mance s a j
1
ue ! E!PR1 hc~ e to t e ·O.)f,rter o any non-res1 entrn 

building that .has ~een vacant for more .than ~~ ~o~'seijffH~lql 1~~s. , EMch such owner shall cause to 
be filed a reg1strat10n statement as outlmed he~~.mH;ll' l1IJ!j·l:j!ll1' 

1ll!ll'i'1·1, \'hi!ll' 'l ,• 
• ,rJj l1 li I.Ii,! ilh 'II: .," 

§126-4. Reg1strat10n Statem'ent and Fees~· Local Agent 
''Ti · 'H' ·p 

•111111,lilli !Bl Hi, ,,, 
A. Registration Staten!fe)l.t. iiil•p 

1
111111' 

·11m1·11, .1i11•11r1•1a •. , .1 1• 

'. . 'l 1•!·1l' '· di!!IH1i1'll.·11'll1' '" ,,llli 1' 1lltl!i • • ' IP 1. • .. 1; .! ;!n.' . 
Th~ o.~~~1Honm.~m~i\\1~d1~g ' tlJfihJrns ~een ·va~ant for ~ore than 45 consecutive days shall fi_Ie a 
reg1

1
sti!at10n statem'eWt !~1th t'Ii~ l~bmgton fownsh1p Code Enforcement Department. fhe 

... !l! . IJI t!l 11 . l ;f ll1iih ... dd d I b f h h :~gl~}fl:rti~n ~tatement 1sd ?h
1 

me u , ·r·\~ve 'street a ress an tax i:iap parce num er o eac . sue 
vacarit!Bmldmg, the narh~s. l1and arl~resses of all owners, workmg telephone numbers, and any 

:.!l lliL., . ITP ' ';I · 
other m'fotw~~at10n deemea \necessary by the Code Enforcement Department. All owners 

di 'th! th . Jfj!.i 1 . f ( ) d an or agen~~j;tt,e reqmrelf, o supp y a pomt o contact or an emergency contact person s an 
a working teleP.11ione nurn:ib'er that has service 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. 

'11·11 · ~r 
ll1i1lh•1!11 

1. For pu~~~es of this Ordinance, the following shall also be applicable: 
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I. If the owner is a corporation, the registration statement shall provide the 
names and resident addresses of all officers and directors of the 
corporation and shall be accompanied by a copy of the most recent 
relevant filing with the secretary of state; 

II. If the owner is an estate, the registration statement shall provide the name 
and business address of the executor of the estate; 



iii. If the owner is a trust, the registration statement shall provide the name 
and business address of all trustees, grantors and beneficiaries; 

iv. If the owner is a partnership, the registration statement shall provide the 
names and residence addresses of all partners with an ownership interest 
in the property of ten percent or greater; 

v. If the owner is any other form of unincotflorated association, the 
registration statement shall provide the nan11R;lihahr~sidence addresses of 
all partners with an ownership interest il\itfie property of ten percent or 

·'1l'1'illl greater; . ·jlil 11i,1!11 nl · ·111( 
If h . . d" "d 1 h ,, . '111 . ··11!!1;, 1 11 'd h vi. t e owner is an m 1v1 ua, t e

1
··eg1stratlon statem-ent s 1a prov1 e t e 

I P' ·111 , ·:1! !! 1 1 

name and residence address oftpat person. ' !11
1
:;
1
··,;, 

'J'' I ' if' 
i1Jlli1 '1 !1jH1. ,; 

2. Registration shall be required for in' ~f\~1apt buildp:ngs, whether va'c~~~ 1and secure, 
1!i 1ti IBH• !. 

vacant and open, or vacant and boara~qlh~~q llshaH be required i'whenever any 
building has remained vacant for 45 co~~e:~Wi~ive days or more. In no instance 
shall the registrat.ion of %Yi,~.:ant building. ~~.l*~~i~trued to .exonera~e the owner, 
agent or responsible part'V! [ftmn respons1b1hty 11f0Ri.coqiphance with any other 
b ·1d· d h . ··1,.r.l u111111,, . 0 ll11.p, • .i . b m mg co e or ousmg C©.t e r.eAiiU.ilirFment. ne · 111ri~istrat1on statement may e 
fil d . 1 d 11 b 1·n.d· · ·t11!~ !1H·, 11 • • b h 1 e to me u ea vacant uii~ , mgs oti i~ .. PiC?(Vner sp' reg1stenng, ut t e payment 
of all fees de~!?.~!~ed herein are1 ljeq.~r~o fo't!H~?~ !J'fope1iy so registered . 

. 11 1lln1Ho1!!11 1ln 1
• ;P 1 

3. Each reMfstratiorl l ~t~tement shall1lpe valid for a period of one (1) year. If the 
.1t!..j, • 3dil h ''' . . f l . . h 

prop[;!i.it~ ! u-~mams \j~<pant upon t e; i ffXJ?~rat10n o · t 1e reg1strat10n statement, t e 
owner of t~~Jl~uildjWg1~)lall be requ~~~(f to submit a new registration statement to 
the Code Enf©~c1

1 'erl!MHhml!P,ff~imenll 
.:1 ljll!ll!i!,li,·il!iil . •1111·11 .. !1 l !l!!l!l 

,lj)P .,. • ., 1!111 ll• ! 11 
B . • frf?cal Agent. ! hjliii. 1

1 {1111 
. f'IP 'I' ql ! 11!1• ,1 ' I ~ l r 1 , ! i ' , I • 1 '! f ' 

it 1' 1l!llh, 1l 1H . 11· ii . . 
1F lJtli©1·:µ,~ of the perso~sj ~dent1fi c;;0 m the reg1strat10n statement as an owner or agent thereof 
. :il.i it! • h · 1 •0 . ., I, dd . h" h c 1 h f is suq~ on t e reg1s.ttation statement to 1mve an a ress wit m t e ommonwea t o 
P 

111111
• . h l!lf. • h 11 l "d h d dd f ennsy ~~ma, t e rei::nE;tration statement s a a so prov1 e t e name an a ress o a 

',Af l!\t "d 1 •
1
• h" h c 1 h f p 1 . h . h . d person wuqpr~s1 es 

1
r 1t m t e ommonwea t o ennsy vama w o is aut onze to 

accept servidb 111o:t; 1. p· ~ocess on behalf of the owners and who shall be designated as a 
I t 1 ll I . 

responsible loc~ll party or agent, both for purposes of notification in the event of an 
emergency affJcting the public health, safety or welfare, and for purposes of service of 
any and all notices or registration statements as herein authorized and in connection 
herewith. 
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C. Registration Fees 

1. There shall be no registration fee imposed for any registration filed within forty
five (45) days of the property first becoming vacant. 

2. A non-refundable fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) shall be imposed for any 
building registered more than forty-five ( 45) days after first becoming vacant, 
~eg~rdless of whether the o~ner voluntarily registers s~f~~Rroperty or the vacancy 
ts discovered by the Township. .

1
1;1•!.t •. !,, 

I j! t 

.1•!111. 
3. A non-refundable fee of One Thousand Dollru:~1l~ifr ,QQ;G,.po) shall be imposed for 

any building that has been vacant for at least si~J· ( 6) m~~~'Ilrs, regardless of whether 
h I 'I . l ,•, \ h fil!ih . d' d b h t e owner vo untan y registers sue 1 proP,em:N;.or 't e vacanc~l lfl 1scovere y t e 

Township. This fee shall apply regan¥,e'~~ ~f1whether the 'M~n~r of the building 
registered the property and paid th~j1~pplicabl~ 1 fee as indicat~al~1i~71r;tion C(2) 

above. .sill illlljll . 11'11 111!1111 · 
\ l fl 111 il1, .) 
'·lii!l <'J. l . ,, 

4. A non-refundable fee of One Thousand Five!titt:'.undred Dollars ($1,500.00) shall be 
"{fHt, 

imposed for any building1:that has been vacani tto1\ at least one (1) year, regardless 
of whether the owner v1~14tHf!fi.lY registers ~ll~'tii 1i prop,erty or the vacancy is 
discovered by the Townshi~~l i1'fi~$! ~ei~ \1Pall apply t~~~pei1ess of whether the owner 
of the building registered the1 ®rope~1,!di.M li:mid the,dpplicable fees as indicated in 
Sections C(2) ,a~d C(3) above. hi .11J · ·lq jljiJi11 . '11· 1 J"11!11'1l1· 

, 11!l!ll!J!l!Hl1!1 . 11 H?
1' . .,ii 

1 

• • • 
5. For earib)huccess1~~i six (6) moqtr penod that a bmldmg remams vacant, an 

addit.i~M~\l6re of Ffi~~ Hundred Do~fi~~11($500.00) shall be imposed, regardless of 
whether t'f1~ !i·own.~~f 111o!untarily r~gisters such property or the vacancy is 

,!'~'~f9i9)yer~d ~Yl~ri~tiwh!!ttJmn mhf~ 1fee shall a~ply regard.less of wheth~r t~e own~r 
,:!ii!! bfi hli)..r lW!Wl?mg r~~r~t1ered the property and paid the applicable fees as md1cated m 

1!!p· Sectiohs j~~2), C(31 !~d C(4) above. 
djl' q, ,,.,. 1;Jil1 . .i· 

,iilii1di1· ''!}Hi 11ll1·l!P' 
D. W~iyer of Registratior. ifee. 1; ··11p1i, Ii,. 11 ' 

!jl!iiil I 111 
1. ' llfitt~fl written ~Wplication of the owner and upon satisfaction of the requirements 

seH!f.ch1J:):i belo@~ the Board of Commissioners may grant a one-time waiver of the 
Five 'l ~ffil'«\l;Jlgd Dollar ($500.00) registration fee referenced in paragraph C(2) 
above. ;JPH~ waiver shall automatically expire after six (6) months from the date 
the property first becomes vacant. Upon expiration of the waiver, all provisions 
of this Chapter shall apply. The waiver shall be granted if the owner satisfactorily 
demonstrates the following: 
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i. The owner is in the process of demolition, rehabilitation, or other 
substantial repair of the vacant building; and 



ii. The anticipated length of time for the demolition, rehabilitation or other 
substantial repair of the vacant building; and 

iii. The owner is actively attempting to sell or lease the property at reasonable 
terms, including price, during the vacancy period; and 

iv. All past due vacant registration fees, if any, an all other financial 
obligations and/or debts owed to the Township1, in coimection with the 
vacant property have been paid. 1111!Plih1! 1 

l
!n.J 

·I I' I 
<'I 'Fl n d f' C ' ' 1 11 'd h .ijfil! Iii \!& ' ' h' ' t :c.. 1 1e uoar o · on11mss10ners s 1a consi er !i ~:· ee%fttver t•equest wit · m six y 

(60) days of the date of receipt of the writte.~1 att~.licatidn!Jjl\!l• 
-jJHll11. 11

• 
1l 11!1._ 

3. At all times, the burden of proof shal~ i.fgmain11upon the owW~ i! p').:' the building to 
demonstrate that the waiver is apgr.!<i>~~riate in ,~ight of the aoH~ei {aciors. It is 

11! 1li'i1 ' ,u,p I'' 
re~ommended th~t the ow!1er s~bmit · *fl~h~~ail~ illfophotos, pl~t pfa{iJ, layout plan, 
pnce, agent and mformat10n with the aP.R1W~¥.©n for fee waiver..fo demonstrate 
the active marketing of the property. 11l!WIJ' . 

" !· . 1fjn 
E. I . A h . f ';lilhi. ' h 1' lJ!111i' b 11 d . . t· nspect10n. t t e time o reg ~trmHi>p, t e ownsutP., s . ,a con uct an mspectlon o 

1 . cl d · h 11 r·" 1111 '1· d" . h I 1··1.1"1 
l T h" t 1e premises, an a vise t e owneq o ·alili)'j 9W\ it10ns t at · !~H ate t 1e owns ip property 

. d . ·1 d lhd h i1'11 Hl1' h .!l f 1 . mamtenance co e or sim1 ar co es, an
1 

s a '. 'am)'fi~~ , t e ow,ner o t 1e actions necessary to 
abate such violation or violations. 

1ih .iJ lll
1 "dtil!li!!iW 

1jilllllj'P11• "h 1J!i' !ill' 
. .i, ... 111 111 ., 'II . , 

§126-5. Appeal 1~fgbts. 1j
1
!pi. 11 hl 

t{il!l'i· ,,q '! l 
,i '' !f! lil» . j!1 I . p 

Upon notification from tfl'~l!C1ode nnfo1r. cement DenhWinent that a property is vacant and requires ·J 11 1 1n u1·1 11 rin 
registration, th.<r .q-w~er shall q.:a~¢ tfie! ivignM it91 ·1 f\Pf!~al the imposition of the registration fees to the 
B d f r .. 11d1 li11 !. 11, . t!lll fc:

1
. th ~~1 11· • . • • • d b F'ft D II oar o 1r;<p.mm1iS~~~nrf~, up0111lll1 tng an appn'eat10n m wntmg accompame y a 1 y o ar 

($50.00)1 Pif6n-refundaH1~ 1m1 1ng reM thjf .. he Code Enforcement Department no later than thirty (30. ) 
calen~~tj!pays from the •qht~. of th1e,I Q..~~ice. On appeal, the owner shall bear the burden of 
pro-Jidi~gd1 lijfilj~~ctohr~ o8bje~ifNfLP(ro) o~tWat the property is occupied, per the definition of the term 
'occupie ' ·s:rpnr,11 m ectia N~ c . 

llq!'!1 ;!. 
'!i,li!1 ,pl 

§126-6. D~lj~91ient ~~gistration Fee as a Lien. 
'l!!PI• 1t1!l1' 

After the owner is givgH IH~tice that the registration fee(s) referenced in § 126-4 above is due, and 
the owner fails to pa/ the amount due, said amount shall constitute a debt due and owing to the 
Township, and the Township may file a municipal lien against the property as provided for by 
law, as well as take all other available legal action in order to collect such debt. 

§126-8. Duty to Amend Registration Statement. 

If the status of the registration information changes during the course of any calendar year, it is 
the responsibility of the owner, or the responsible person or agent of the owner, to contact the 
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Code Enforcement Department within thirty (3()) clays of' the change and advise the department 
in writing of those changes. 

Excoptionli. 

This section shall not apply to any building tlwned by the United States, the Commonwealth, the 
Township, nor any of their respective agencies or political subdivisions. 

§126-10. Violutious and Pemdtics. ,111!lllhi\, 
II,' 

.i!lliih, 
The failure or refusal for any reason of any owner, or agent 91:fHilf'0~1\~Y acting on behalf of the 
owner, to register a vacant building or to pay the registration lf~~(s) re~~t~fi in this Chapter, or to 
otherwise fail to comply with the provisions of this Ch'W~Y~ i sli~ll const1i«}~ 1 ~ summary offense 
punishable upon conviction thereof by a fine of not le ¢1than One Hundred D~~Qws ($100.00) nor 
more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for ea~~· failure R,r refusal to re~$t1' e~,_ 9:f for each 
f: ·1 fu I . d b 'Id' dhik11 ·ir bl Th' ' 11 f · L~1 • h II b . aI ure or re sa to pay a reqmre vacant m 1Ifflg • j.,.~F?l as app~ica e. IS pemiJ:r · s a e m 
addition to the Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) Registr~{\Ji f~l~)!l 1111 ·1; l 

1%111 JI 
11!11.1 , 

•ti!'•' 
§126-11. Repealer. llti· 1 ·ilHjil 

i!l1ll1·1·l!1 1q li·1··, . 
All . d' f . d' 1'L I! 11 !~i.: h . II !n'"' 1

' • h h' 0 d' pnor or mances or parts o pnor or IIift~ces,j llitUif. . are mconsl~~erit Wit t IS r mance are 
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MONT·GOMERY COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JOSH SHAPIRO, CHAIR 

VALERIE A. ARKOOSH, MD, MPH, VICE CHAIR 

BRUCE L. CASTOR, JR., COMMISSIONER 

May 4, 2015 

Mr. Mark A. Penecale, Zoning Officer 
Abington Township 
1176 Old York Road 
Abington, Pennsylvania 19001-3713 

Dear Mr. Penecale: 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE • PO Box 31 1 

NORRISTOWN, PA 1 9404-031 1 
61 0-278-3722 

FAX: 610-278-3941 • TDD: 610-631-1211 
WWW.MONTCOPA.ORG 

JODY L. HOLTON, AICP 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Re: MCPC #08-0083-003 and -004 
Ordinance Enacting Chapter 126 -
Real Estate Registry - Vacant Properties; 
Ordinance Enacting Chapter 49 - Vacant 
Property Review Board 
Abington Township 

We have reviewed the above-referenced ordinances as you requested on April 14, 2015. We 
forward this letter as a report of our review and recommendations. 

Applicant's Proposal 

This review is for two proposed ordinances related to vacant properties: Ordinance 126, 
Establishing a Real Estate Registry; and Ordinance 49, Creating . a Vacant Property Review 
Board. The Review Board would investigate and examine vacant and derelict properties to 
determine if they should be certified as "blighted". The Registry vvould help the Code 
Enforcement Department monitor the number of vacant nonresidential buildings; measure the 
fire-safety and other impacts of the condition of those properties on neighboring ones; and 
promote the rehabilitation, rental, or sale of said properties. 

Review Comments 

We recognize that vacant buildings can have a deleterious effect on neighborhoods and 
communities of which they are a part. We support the Township's efforts to monitor and exert 
a degree of control over its vacant properties so as to limit any negative impacts these 
buildings might have, and facilitate the productive rehabilitation or reuse of such properties. 



IVlr. Mark A. Penecale -2- May 4, 2015 

If the Township has not already done so, we recommend consulting "From Blight to Bright: A 
Comprehensive Toolkit for Pennsylvania", published by the PA Department of Community and 
Economic Development and the PA Housing Alliance (http://www.pablightlibrarv.com/). 

Otherwise, we have identified no major planning issues associated with . this proposed 
ordinance. 

Should the governing body adopt these proposed ordinances, Section 609 of the Municipalities 
Planning Code requires that we be sent an official copy within 30 days. 

Sincerelv, 

?Jfffif}vJ; 
Mike Narcowich, ~.CP, Principal Community Planner 
610.278.5238 - mnarcowi@montcopa.org 

c: Michael Lefevre, Township Manager 
Lawrence T. Matteo Jr., Director of Planning and Code Enforcement 
Michael E. Powers, P.E., Township Engineer 
Michael P. Clarke, Esq., Rudolph Clarke, LLC, Township Solicitor 


