TOWNSHIP OF ABINGTON
MON GOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 2098

AN ORDINANCE ENAC ING CHAPTER 49 - “VACANT PROPERTY REVIEW
JARD”

WHEREAS, the Township of Abington is a Township of the Flrst Class, duly orgamzed
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WHEREAS, pursuant to section 1:502 10 *;(;f ;thesFlrst C ass Township Code of the

‘H
i

morals, general welfare, fcleanhness beauty, convenience and comfort of the Township and the
S
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inhabitants thereof,
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§49-1.

Exhibit “A”

Purpose.

The purpose and intent of this Ordinance is to establish a vacant property review board to
investigate and examine vacant and derelict properties within the Township of Abington to
determine if said properties should be certified as blighted properties as set forth in the Urban
Redevelopment Law of 1945, as amended, 35 P.S. 1701 et seq.

§49-2.

B. “Blighted Property” — Any of the followmg;

1.

2.

(O8]

6.

Definitions.

Any dwelhng Wthh .cause it is dllapldated unsanltary, unsafe, vermin infested or

lacking in* ithe: »fac111t1eséior equipment requlred by any applicable housing or building

code, has beeEn Idemgnat d by the department responsible for enforcement of the Code

(M

as unfit for human 'abltatlonn{;;;;z';,f
ot . Hi

“h% “1‘

Any vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of ground in a predominantly built up
nelghborhood which by reason of neglect or lack of maintenance has become a place
for accumulation of trash and debris, or a haven for rodents or other vermin.

Any unoccupied property which has been tax delinquent for a period of at least two
years.
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8. Any property which is vacant but not tax delinquent, which has not been rehabilitated
within one year of the receipt of notice to rehabilitate from the appropriate code
enforcement agency.

9. Any abandoned property. A property shall be considered abandoned if:

a. it is a vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of ground on which a municipal lien
for the cost of demolition of any structure located on the property remains
unpaid for a period of six months;

b. it is a vacant property or vacant or un1mproved lot or parcel of ground on
which the total of municipal liens on the propertyxfor tax or any other type of

claim of the mun101pa11ty are in excess of 150% of th""f;ur market value of the

D. “County” — The County of Montgdﬁlé

JF: 1 'ng Comm1ss1on or the Vacant Property Review Board created
herein may ﬁn *35[0 be b ~r‘h’ced because' ef the existence of the conditions enumerated
herein, so as sto*gequlre redwelopment under the provisions of the Urban Redevelopment
Law. ‘

F. “RedeVelopment Contr ct A contra ti'between the Authority and the redeveloper for

. tzci;i 3
dffntlal and Relafed Use” Residential property for sale or rental and related uses,
mcludmg {but not llmlted to, park and recreation areas, neighborhood community service,

and neighbéthood p%n:k’ing lots.

}

i
33

H. “Township” —"f e Township of Abington, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.

[. “VPRB” - Vacant Property Review Board.
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§49-3. Vacant Property Review Board.

A. The Board of Commissioners hereby establishes a Vacant Property Review Board,
consisting of seven (7) members to be selected as follows:

1.

2.

One (1) member of the Board of Commissioners;

The Executive Director of the Redevelopment Authority or his/her designee;

One (1) member of the County Planning Commission, a ‘=sé’;15é‘c_ted by the Executive
Director of the Commission;

three-year terms. The initial appomtrne
commence June 1, 2015, on the foli
membership shall expire on the first Monda
follows:

ng staggcred basis wherem‘ the term of
f:Jatuary in the year indicated as

Advisory Fimctions. The VPRB may advise the Township, the Planning
Commissions, and the Redevelopment Authority in matters relating to the acquisition,
disposition, and reinvestment of properties acquired through the certification process
of the VPRB.
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§49-4. Requirements for Certification of Blight
A. No property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority unless it is vacant.

B. No property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority unless the owner of the
property or an agent designated by him for receipt of service of notices within the County
has been served with notice of the determination that the property is blighted, together
with an appropriate order to eliminate the conditions causing the blight and notification
that failure to do so may render the property subject to condemnatlon under this
Ordinance. The notice shall be served upon the owner or hig agent in accord with rules
and regulations established by the VPRB. The owner or iy :agent shall have the right of
appeal from the determination that the property is bhghted

Authority shall transmit 1dent1ﬁcatlon of‘;
Commission and the County Planmng‘Cornmls

‘‘‘‘‘

as to the applopnate‘ use of the property The‘ Redevelopment Authority shall not

6 th
Commission: certlfy the dsposmon for re51dent1al or related use or commercial or
industrial reuse would\not‘he in accord w1th the Comprehensive Plan of the Township or

F. Property s’dlsposed of out51de an urban renewal project area shall be disposed of by deed

ts;\zx

in accordance, with the plov1510ns set forth in applicable law.

§49-5. Repealer and Severability.

A. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are
hereby repealed.

B. To the extent that any federal or state agency with jurisdiction shall impose, modify or
terminate controls in any area pertinent to this Ordinance, this Ordinance shall be
construed as not to conflict therewith while it is in the process of amendment or repeal, as
the Township may elect.
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